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tion of being. The verbal form in one of them
is negative, but in each alike the thought is
positive in the highest degree. BKIN<^ is a
positive idea, ^hich it shares with the Con-
ditioned. But there is the added notion of
fulness and perfection of being, such as ex-
cludes not-being, limitation, and imperfection
alone.

The contradictions ascribed to the Absolute
arise from no genuine laws of human thought,
but from faulty logic. Eeality is left out of
sight in an attempt to reason on more torm.s,
referred to something or other, said to bo
wholly unknown. But in stinving to fix iis
nature, or prove its inconceivabloness ]>y ab-
stract reasonings, we may err equally, whether
we build castles in tho air^or throw down those
built by others. The Absolute/from its name,
cannot be so absolute as not to bo even an ob-
ject of thought, and so far to bo in relation to
him who thinks of it, and reasons upon it, ITio
phrase implies some Being, of which or whom
we think in some definite way* It is no sfiecioa
of the Unconditioned, for no genus can bo made
tip of two contradictories, that exclude each other
from real existence* It cannot bo a contrast
to the .Infinite, unless tho most perfect Bomg is
clearly finite, and the Infinite an unfinished